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R.A.J.Warneford VC RNAS

A name on two World War I War memorials at St.
Matthew's Parish Church and a cul-de-sac in Oxhey
is all that is left locally to remind future generations
of the frequent presence inOxhey and Watford, of
Sub-Flight Lieutenant Reginald AJ.Warneford.

Born in India, of Yorkshire parents, he completed
his education in England and spent much of his free
time with relations living in Oxhey. Of a mechani-
cal disposition he joined the Merchant Marine - an
ideal outlet for his skills. At the outbreak of war, he
returned to England and joined the army, in common

with so many men who responded to the call for volunteers. Impatient to see action he successfully
applied for transfer to the Royal Naval Air Service and gained his wings in 1915.

As a pilot, Warneford soon earned himself an enviable reputation - at least with the rank and file. He
has been described as an undisciplined, boastful and over-confident volunteer who was popular with
everyone - except those in higher authority. His commanding officer was so incensed by his behav-
iour that he arranged for Wameford's transfer to France, where he could harass his new C.O., Wing
Commander Arthur Longmore, as well as the enemy.

During his tour of duty in France, the Admiralty signalled news of the return of three Zeppelins after
a night sortie over England. Inmodified Morane Parasols, Warneford, and a colleague - sub-
lieutenant Rose, were ordered to take off, locate, and attack the vulnerable airships returning to their
bases in the darkness. Rose was forced down when his instrument panel light failed, leaving Warne-
ford on his own - in an alien night sky - searching for three Zeppelins.

By good fortune, he located one airship - later identified as the lZ37 - he chased it to 11,000 feet- it
then dived into clouds below, at 7,000 feet, leaving Warneford in an ideal position to drop six Hale
bombs from above.

At least one, possibly more, of the bombs penetrated the Zeppelin's fabric skin, detonated and set fire
to the hydrogen-filled gas bags. The airship disintegrated and the blast from the explosion nearly
blew the flimsy monoplane out of the sky.

Engine failure forced Warneford to land in a field - thirty-five miles behind enemy lines. He suc-
cessfully repaired a broken fuel line and took off, still undetected, in the general direction of France.
He landed not far from Calais.

Warneford phoned his unit, based at Dunkirk, to report his whereabouts and finally returned to base
at 10:30am the next morning, already a hero. Within thirty-six hours he was awarded the Victoria
Cross by King George V. Ten days later Warneford was dead! Shortly after receiving the Cross of
the Legion of Honour in Paris, he was ordered to collect a new Farnham Biplane, which had been


